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The lost struggle for one university, 1814-18353
Following the military defeat of  Napoleon in the autumn of  1813, many of  the 
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university in their city.
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ganic decree was promulgated which ended the insecurity for the universities in 
the Northern provinces. The Northern Netherlands had lost two universities dur-
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Utrecht survived the revolution due to an internal modernisation and some adap-
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remaining universities to the ministry.
!"#$,##*$ +-$ 3#+$ "-5*$ -8 $ +"#$ 0(+4/+(-,$ (,$ +"#$ N-4+"$6#'/1#$1-&#$ /,*$1-&#$
4&3#,+<$!"#$ '-,\('+$ 6#+.##,$ +"#$ '(+7$ 3-)#&,1#,+$ /,*$ +"#$-+"#&$ 04%%-&+#&0$ -8 $
/$4,()#&0(+7$(,$S#4)#,$/6-4+$+"#$E(1F$%-00(6(5(+7$+-$&#@#0+/65(0"$+"#$-5*$4,()#&0(+7$
'-,+(,4#*;$ 64+$ 6-+"$ 0(*#0$ /3&##*$ +"/+$ -,#$ 4,()#&0(+7$ 8-&$ +"#$ N-4+"#&,$[#+"#&-
5/,*0$./0$0482'(#,+<$!"#$#:(0+#,'#$-8 $0#)#&/5$4,()#&0(+(#0$.-45*$5#/*$+-$4,"#/5+"7$
#,)7$ 6#+.##,$ *(88#&#,+$ '(+(#0$ /,*$.-45*$ #,*$ (,$ +--$ "(3"$ '-0+0$ 8-&$ +"#$ 3-)#&,-
ment. Moreover, it was their opinion that higher education was not intended for 
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presenting diplomas, to attract more students, and this to the disadvantage of  the 
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universities in the Northern Netherlands and within the university competition 
would arise among the students and professors mutually. Finally, the one university 
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for one larger institution with an international reputation. Many professors also 
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out of  necessity. The opposition against some foreign professors had reached such 
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them. Others had left the country voluntary so that some faculties had to close 
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diverse plans for a reform of  the university landscape followed each other: from 
one university in Brussels; over one university for the whole of  Belgium, the four 
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it turned out that the government still could declare itself  in favour of  one state 
university in Brussels, the idea was called off, at least temporarily.
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vinced of  the advantages of  one single university (especially the lower cost consti-
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of  a free university in Brussels were no longer imaginary played an important part 
in this decision as well.
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The discussions in parliament in the summer of  1835 did not add many new 
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location and the discipline of  the students, in reality of  course to prevent the move 
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four universities in Belgium and other themes started to dominate the discussions 
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8&-1$-,#$4,()#&0(+7$(,$S#4)#,$/+$+"#$#,*$-8 $+"#$#(3"+##,+"$'#,+4&7;$-)#&$+"&##$0+/+#$
4,()#&0(+(#0$ (,$ +"#$a,(+#*$d(,3*-1$-8 $ +"#$[#+"#&5/,*0;$ +-$ +.-$8&##$4,()#&0(+(#0$
and two state universities in 1835, was largely the result of  accidental occurrences. 









at the middle of  the nineteenth century a few new university institutions were es-
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In the dioceses of  Bruges and Tournai the foundation of  such an institution did 
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himself  with the education at the local university, where right-minded graduates 
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phy continued there only for some ten years. The foundation of  similar courses 
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The committee of  1834 had already pushed forward the linguistic aspect as one 
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aim of  the new institution was to attract catholic students from the region, to the 
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Firstly, according to the Council, a real university spirit could attain its full devel-
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time. In addition to this the Council criticised the regional and provincial spirit 
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Prevailing feeling of  disappointment
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these two reasons, it is doomed to disappear due to a slow suffocation and 
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are represented, a position that he shared with many of  his colleagues from the 
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article in which he pleas for a more critical approach of  statistics with regard to the 







Since the arguments for a large part were unchanged compared to the situation 
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what prevented any far-reaching measure of  rationalisation.26
Therefore one had to wait on the initiative from the authorities, which happened 
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its goals either since the universities paid with their own reserves for the programs 
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posed the idea of  one University in Flanders out of  the standard persuasion that 
competition was needed to stimulate the separate institutions. Instead, he opted 
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spread of  undergraduate education institutions, even though his heart was clearly 
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Impact of  the Bologna Process
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The opponents too recycled some of  their predecessors’ arguments, the main 
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healthy competition and colourful variety in shape and form would consti-
tute rather an impoverishment of  the university landscape, than an enrich-
ment,” 
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the implementation of  the Bologna declaration in the Flemish legislation was the 
#0+/65(0"1#,+$-8 $/00-'(/+(-,0$6#+.##,$4,()#&0(+(#0$/,*$4,()#&0(+7$'-55#3#0$E"-3#@
0'"-5#,F;$.(+"$+"#$/(1$+-$3#+$+"#$#*4'/+(-,$-8 $+.-$'7'5#0$(,$+"#$K5#1(0"$4,()#&0(+7$
'-55#3#0$-,$/,$/'/*#1('$ 5#)#5<$C5+"-43"$+"#$ (,(+(/5$ (,+#,+(-,$-8 $+"#$3-)#&,1#,+$
"/*$6##,$ +-$-&3/,(0#$ +"#$/00-'(/+(-,0$-,$/$ &#3(-,/5$6/0(0;$ +"#$d<a<$S#4)#,$./0$
/"#/*$-8 $ +"#$K5#1(0"$&#345/+(-,0$*#+#&1(,#*$67$*#'&##$/,*$'-,,#'+#*$ (+0#58 $ +-$





of  these associations.
 







The diversity in the university landscape did not lead to fragmentation and useless 
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interesting confrontation of  ideas which stimulated the creativity of  mental pro-
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according to many people involved. For instance, the ministerial committee for 
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PW_The idea of  one university in Belgium/Flanders since 1814


























5(#9#$ a,()#&0(+#(+$ S#4)#,$ C8*#5(,3$ d-&+&(G9;$ Saie$ S(164&30$ a,()#&0(+/(&$ i#,+&41;$ kaiCe$
k(G904,()#&0(+/(&$i#,+&41$C,+.#&%#,;$+aSe$+&/,0,/+(-,/5#$a,()#&0(+#(+$S(164&3;$aKNCSe$a,(-
)#&0(+/(&#$K/'45+#(+#,$N(,+@C5-70(40;$aKN=Ce$a,()#&0(+/(&#$K/'45+#(+#,$N(,+@=3,/+(40$C,+.#&%#,
aCe$a,()#&0(+#(+$C,+.#&%#,;$aiSe$a,()#&0(+b$'/+"-5(L4#$*#$S-4)/(,$c$S-4)/(,@5/@[#4)#;$h#,+e$
a,()#&0(+#(+$h#,+;$aSIe$a,()#&0(+b$5(6&#$*#$I&4:#55#0;$qaIe$q&(G#$a,()#&0(+#(+$I&400#5
]W$ $q/,$i/4.#,6#&3#;$Z#$*-#,$"#+$,4<<<)--&$5/+#&<
